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We of the Friends Meeting of Austin knew Jearline Wostal as “J.W.”.  One time in a 
small gathering of friends, she was asked what J.W. stood for.  Before she could 
answer, Pauli Adams said “Just Wonderful.”  And she was just wonderful and so that 
became our name for her.  That is what J.W. stood for to us.
 
The membership records show that she became a member on June 3, 2001 and that 
she was released from membership at her request July 2, 2006.  She probably withdrew 
from the Meeting for a period of time.  However, she came back with commitment and 
energy for the Meeting at large and for committee work.  Committees in which she was 
a member included, adult religious education, nominating, Friendly Notes and 
community relations. Among other responsibilities, the community relations committee is 
charged to oversee, schedule and post on the website the calendar for the use of the 
Meeting House for ourselves and for community groups in Austin.  J.W.  took on that 
project and did it with her whole self for years. The request for space by the East Austin 
Community of Al-Islam came through the community relations committee and J.W. 
became their main contact to the Meeting.  She was the face of the Meeting to outside 
groups. 
 
When committees she worked on became stuck in their proceedings, she often was the 
person who would present a new perspective that would allow the committee to see a 
way open to God’s will in the matter.  And, likewise, when a committee was following 
Quaker process successfully, she would be the one who sometimes offered a fresh 
perspective that would delay finding God’s will.  Offering new and fresh perspectives 
was her predilection.
 
There were some years that a group from the Meeting met weekly for worship and 
shared experiences important us.  J.W. told us about inheriting some jewelry which 
included a string of pearls that she took to a jeweler to find out if the pearls were 
real.  The jeweler said, “I can tell they are real because they are not perfect.” 
 
She was not perfect, and we are not perfect, but we are blessed that she chose to be 
part of us.






